The book reveals particular fields of interest and research in a variety of overseas centres and gives further information on many well known topics. For example, the papers by Messmer et al. on Haemodilution are very well presented and will encourage further thought on this important topic.
The steroid controversy continues with papers by Shatney, Dietzman and Lillehei on Septic Shock. Although 81 % of their series 01 patients survived the initial septic shock only 37% were ultimately discharged from hospital. The authors acknowledge that the pathophysiology of septic shock is different from that in shock fol.lowing haemorrhage or myocardial infarction. They withdraw their earlier suggestion that cortico-steroids act primarily as vasodilators and through this action increase survival in clinical septic shock. We still await a controlled clinical trial to assess the efficacy of glucocorticoids in this condition.
The paper entitled" Review of Fat Embolism: Special Reference to Cardiac and Pulmonary Fat Embolectomy" could not be left without comment. It presents neither a rational clinical approach to the diagnosis of this condition nor a rational scheme of basic management.
This book would be a useful addition to a Departmental Library. Its value, however, would have been greatly increased had the discussion, which presumably followed the papers, been included.
G. M. CLARKE. Anaesthetic advice is British and therefore very acceptable to the Australasian region. Most techniques, even some of the rarities, are mentioned but there is always a personal opinion offered with caution where the authors consider this necessary. These comments are sound common sense. This book may be recommended for starters in anaesthesia and all Departments should have a copy for their undergraduate students to peruse, and residents to examine in their moments of hanging around to give an anaesthetic. It is the equal of and more up-ta-date than Dripps, Eckenhoff and Vandam's book from the U.s.A. More senior anaesthetists could well dip into this book for selected topics.
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